Motion No. 1 – Branch Rules Changes
That the Executive Council move amendments to the Government Officer’s Association Rules as follows:

1.  The purpose of this amendment is to enable those government employees whose pay and terms and conditions are analogous to the Civil Service to be eligible for membership.

In Paragraph 3 (membership), at the end of paragraph (a) insert:

“;

(b)
any person holding an appointment in any Department or organisation of Government whose pay and terms of conditions of employment are analogous to that of the Civil Service.”

Renumber sub-paragraph (b) as (2) and subsequently (2) as (3). 

In paragraph 8(2) and (8) omit “(a)”.

2.  Given that the Secretary post provided for in paragraph 12 of the Government Officer’s Association Rules no longer exists as the Association now has a full-time officer employed by Prospect it is necessary to remove paragraph 12 from the GOA rules which concerns the appointment of a Secretary to the Association.

The Executive Council move that paragraph 12 be struck from the GOA rules as it is no longer necessary.

3.  With the decision taken some years ago to discontinue the production of the Government Officer’s Bulletin the Executive Council move that paragraph 11(6) of the GOA Rules be substituted by:

“(6)
keep members regularly informed by whatever means of communication is deemed suitable, not less than quarterly;”

The current paragraph reads:

“(6) keep members regularly informed through the Government Officers Bulletin or by other means of communication, not less than quarterly;”

This amendment will allow greater flexibility in communications to members.

4.  This amendment allows for the rules to be automatically in step with the Prospect rules without the need for future amendments at branch level.  

In paragraph 2 remove the words:

“(See Appendix A)”

And insert the following words after ‘Prospect’:

“as amended from time to time.”, 
and remove Appendices A and B.

5.  The Executive Council move an amendment to the Rules as follows, by inserting the following as an additional paragraph at the end of rule 17:

“Where there is a conflict between the Government Officers’ Association rules and the overall rules of Prospect, or there is a silence within the GOA rules on any given subject, the overall Prospect rules shall prevail”.

This amendment is intended to make explicit the existing arrangement which applies.
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