MESSAGE FROM DAVID CRETNEY MHK
Response to letter sent to members of Tynwald by the IOMTUC on 9 September 2008

Dear Angela

I would be obliged if you could pass on my apologies to the meeting of  9th October as I am attending a meeting of the Manx Labour Party Executive at the same time which I must attend as secretary. 
I would be very happy to meet the Council at any time to discuss the issue and listen to your concerns. You will be aware that the Manx Labour Party have issued a statement on this issue and that I have had a meeting to discuss the matter with the Chief Minister to express my concerns on behalf of the Party and those I represent personally.
It can be no surprise that this matter has been subject to public debate following receipt of the report to Tynwald of the committee that considered this matter prior to the last General election which then initiated the demand to the Government to appoint “experts” who have since issued there report which in no small part is causing concerns to existing scheme members. 
I acknowledge the offer of the Trades Council and individual Trade Unions to enter into a constructive dialogue with government to address the long term issues around demographic age profile changes and very much welcome that offer.
My own personal position on this matter is quite clear. Government and Organized Labour have negotiated arrangements for Pension provision and I do not wish to be part of an organization that seeks to unilaterally change terms and conditions to the detriment of existing scheme members. 
I do however see the logic in a reduced number of schemes and think a cogent argument could be made for schemes suited to the particular circumstances that apply to the Isle of Man as has been achieved in other areas rather than simply importing UK legislation.

As stated previously your membership can be assured of my personal and the Manx Labour Party support as described and would be happy to meet at any time.

Kind regards
  

DAVID CRETNEY MHK (Member for South Douglas)

Secretary MANX LABOUR PARTY.

Telephone 626765/ 453011
(message via email 11/9/08 – the first response received.  Mr Cretney is also Minister for Trade & Industry)

 
