27 November 2008
Issued by the Isle of Man Trades Council
POLICE AND TEACHING UNIONS 

JOIN PENSIONS ROW
Police and teaching unions have joined the row building over potential changes to public sector pensions on the island.
The Police Federation and Association of Teachers and Lecturers have pledged their support for the stance put forward by the Isle of Man Trades Union Council (IOMTUC), Unison and the BMA.

Significantly, both unions have members who are largely EXCLUDED from any potential changes.

Speaking on behalf of the ATL, Andrew Shipley, Branch Secretary for the Isle of Man said:

“We have members who will be affected by this, so we have no qualms in supporting the stance of the IOMTUC.  We are actively taking part in IOMTUC initiatives supporting the protection of existing pension entitlement for existing members of schemes.  

Even though a large proportion of our members will NOT be affected by changes now, we are united in opposing detrimental change – we see it as a move which could threaten their pension provision – if not now then at some point in the future. ”

This view was supported by Dave Walker, Chair of the Police Federation who added:

“We need to lay a marker down as to what is acceptable treatment of our members in the future and members of other unions now.  Changing anyone’s existing pension entitlement without their express consent is not and will not be acceptable at any point. These measures will affect many of our members’ spouses and as such the entire family unit.  We wholeheartedly support the stance and actions taken by the IOMTUC.”
President of the IOMTUC, Bernard Moffatt stated:

“We welcome the support of both organisations.  We can only hope that members of Tynwald will start to wake up to the reality of massive opposition on the island.  There’s no scare-mongering here from unions.  We are voicing the concerns of our members – period.”
The renewed support for the protection of public sector pensions comes just weeks prior to the release of details of the next stage of the Government’s plans – which will be presented to Tynwald in December.  
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