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HUNDREDS TO ATTEND UNION PENSION SESSIONS
Hundreds of civil servants are due to attend pension sessions organised by the Government Officers’ Association/Prospect on 10 and 11 July.  The sessions were planned to help members cope with the huge amount of confusion over pensions issues in the public sector.  However the recent release of the Government’s report on the future of public sector pensions means the sessions will be dominated by the concerns members have over the latest proposals.
Neil Walsh, Prospect Pensions Advisor will be attending from London specifically to brief members on the implications.  Speaking of the concerns of members, Walsh said:

“We went through a similar process in the UK, and only after concerted efforts by trade unions were pensions protected.  The net effect of the proposals by the Isle of Man Government, if applied to current employees, will almost certainly be of detriment to most people with over 5 years service left.  If the current report is implemented we could be looking at bigger contributions and less pension for people”

The report comes after years of confusion and uncertainty over pensions in the public sector.  The proposals will affect in the region of 9,000 public sector workers, over 2000 of which are civil servants.  Only teachers, police, fire service and politicians are excluded.
Prospect are the only union to issue information to their members, and organise sessions to gauge views.  Following its consultation with members, the union intends to follow up with a major campaign to protect its members existing pension provision.

Angela Moffatt, Prospect Negotiations Officer for the Isle of Man said:

“We are completely opposed to any measures which will be of detriment to our members with regards to their pensions.  We understand the need for change, and will work constructively towards that.  However, our people have worked for years towards a pension they were guaranteed, most recently after a tortuous choices exercise not much more than a year ago.  It is particularly galling that the group with the best pension on the island – politicians – will be left out of the change process altogether. Change to their pensions wasn’t even considered, unlike groups like the police or teaching staff.  Why the difference in treatment?
We will be taking a measured approach.  However, make no mistake – we intend to fight hard to protect our members’ pension provision”
The sessions will take place over two days at the Masonic Hall, Douglas.
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