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19 February 2009 
Issued by the Government Officers’ Association/Prospect
PROSPECT BRIEF MEMBERS AS ANGER OVER PUBLIC SECTOR PENSIONS CRISIS GROWS
Prospect, the island’s second largest union, is to brief its 1500 public sector members as the crisis over public sector pensions reform deepens.

Hundreds are expected to attend the briefings on 24-26 February, with more to be scheduled in March.  National Secretary Mike Graham will be in attendance along with Neil Walsh, Prospect Pensions Officer.  The briefings are the latest in a series of co-ordinated actions undertaken by Prospect to inform its members of proposed Government changes, and to ready members for the current consultation process which ends on 31 July 2009.

Speaking of the briefings Walsh said:

“We have already successfully lobbied for the extension of the consultation period from 3 to 6 months.  We also very much doubt if we would be seeing the level of information and action from the Government had we not moved fast last year to raise our members’ substantial concerns.  We see these briefings as the first step in a long process to raise awareness amongst our members.  We are concerned by the Government’s messages so far and their choice to communicate these via the press rather than to the people affected.  We are countering that and will continue to do so.”
Prospect will be distributing campaign packs to empower its members at the briefings to fight to protect their existing rights.  This comes amid anger from its members at recent press statements by the Chief Minister on Government proposals.

National Secretary Mike Graham commented:

“We have some big messages to get across.  We believe the public and our members are being told only part of the story.  Our simple message is that our people will lose out, and there will be a big impact in later years on the island’s economy as local businesses feel the impact of a substantially decreased spending potential from a huge proportion of the economically active population.  Tax rises are never just down to one factor like public sector pensions, and to cite this as a justification for change is irresponsible – we’re asking the public not to buy it”

Prospect will follow up its briefings with an organised campaign including follow up contact with MHKs, most of whom have yet to publicly state their position on the issue.
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